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"DOUKHOBOR LANDS ALLOTMENT INQUIRY ACT"

TO His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of British Columbia.

Third Interim Report on the Inquiry into the
Allotment of Doukhobor Lands in the Province
of British Columbia.

I have the honour to submit the following as a third

interim report:

MY first interim report was dated and submitted August

25th, 1955, and dealt in the main with two matters, namely,

the necessity for an adequate insurance scheme to cover

buildings, and the problem of assuring peaceful possession,

both in the prospective instance of members of the Orthodox

Doukhobor group purchasing what are now informally described

as the "Doukhobor Lands" in and arourrl the areas of Nelson,

Castlegar and Grand Forks, in this province.

My second interim report was dated and submitted

February 8th, 1956, and dealt with only one subject, namely

my recommendation to your Government that the Doukhobor

lands be surveyed and subdivided into appropriate holdings,

and that such subdivision plans be duly registered.

This third interim report deals with the subdivision

of, respectively, what are known in the Doukhobor Lands as

the villages of Brilliantand Rasberry.

During the public hearings held at Nelson, B. C., May

16th to 20th, 1955, there was filed as Exhibit 6 a proposed

subdivision of the Rasberry-Brilliant area. This was,

thereafter, a public document, and the public in general

and the Doukhobor people in particular were entitled to

believe that the Rasberry-Brilliant area would be disposed

of ultimately in parcels of the respective sizes shown in

the plan filed as Exhibit 6.

Further inspection and further consideration of the

Rasberry-Brilliant area has caused me to review the proposed

subdivision plan - prepared some years ago - in the light
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of present day requirements of the Doukhobor people. The

original subdivision plan filed as Exhibit 6 was prepared

under a belief that the ultimate Doukhobor owners of the

Rasberry-Brilliant area would be full time farmers. In

the light of t he high quality, both intrinsically and

geographically, of this land, and the large number of

Doukhobor people who, it is hoped, will want to be settled

as permanent and secure occupiers of the former Doukhobor

Lands, I shall recommend in my final report to your

Government that the Rasberry-Brilliant area be subdivided

and offered for sale to the Doukhobor people in parcels

each of approximately half an acre, rather than in the

larger parcels contempleted in the proposed subdivision

plan filed as Exhibit 6 in the public hearings at Nelson

above mentioned. Parcels of approximately half· an acre

will be adequate to accommodate a dwelling along with,

for intense cultivation on this fertile land, a large

domestic garden, or a small market garden, whichever the

occupant may choose.

I recommend that those at present occupied in surveying

the Doukhobor Lands be directed to survey the areas known

respectively as the villages of Rasberry and Brilliant and

to prepare a subdivision plan of each village, with a

view to registration of such plans, pursuant to the Rbove

recommendation as to size of parcels.

Respectfully submitted

"Arthur E. Lord"

Commissioner.

Vancouver, B. C., June 11th, 1956.




